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Minnesota and Colorado can’t increase
enrollment, that they have to freeze it
today.

We are better than this. If twice it
has come to the floor without an offset,
and it is the majority of the House that
voted on it and it is 43 of your members
doing it, I think we should move on
now. Let’s get back to the table. Let’s
solve this problem.

Mr. HOYER. I appreciate the gentle-
man’s remarks and I appreciate the
premise for which he stood. I look for-
ward to having the Dream Act brought
to the floor, which a majority of Mem-
bers are for on this floor and will vote
for. I believe my friend knows that to
be the case, and I hope we would bring
it to the floor.

Let me go to this, if I can. The ma-
jority leader did not mention whether
Alexander-Murray was going to be on
the floor next week. Obviously, as the
gentleman knows, there is an extraor-
dinary disruption of the marketplace
in the healthcare insurance field.

Alexander-Murray, at the request of
President Trump, was an effort by Sen-
ator ALEXANDER, a Republican from
Tennessee, a former Secretary of Edu-
cation, and a former Governor of Ten-
nessee, to respond to the President’s
request and, as the gentleman has just
noted, working in a bipartisan fashion
to come to an agreement to stabilize
markets to ensure that people are
going to have healthcare and particu-
larly to ensure that the poorest among
us can afford their healthcare. Alex-
ander-Murray is bipartisan and has
over 60 Senators supporting it.

Do you believe that that will be
brought to the floor at any time in the
near future?

Mr. McCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for the question, but, as the
gentleman knows, for a bill to come to
the floor here, it first has to get out of
the Senate. The Senate has not voted
on that bill.

I know the gentleman quotes a cer-
tain number, but I would wait to see
how many votes there are for the bill
to see where it goes.

As the gentleman knows, this House
has passed a bill that repealed
ObamacCare, reformed it, got us a new
bill, but made those payments as it
went forward. So there is a bill sitting
in the Senate that they can take up
and solve this problem at the same
time.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman, my friend, the majority leader,
with whom I work in a constructive
way on many, many items mentioned
earlier about how children may lose
their health insurance or some of our
less well-off citizens who rely on Com-
munity Health Centers will lose access,
and that, therefore, we need to get this
bill done soon.

Millions, I suggest to the majority
leader, Mr. Speaker, will be adversely
affected if we don’t pass a bill stabi-
lizing it.

Yes, I understand you introduced a
bill to repeal. You control the House,
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the Senate, and the Presidency. We are
now 10 months into the year. That bill
hasn’t passed.

So what we implore, Mr. Speaker, the
administration and the majority party
to do is not to do indirectly, that is,
destroy access to affordable, quality
healthcare for millions of Americans,
that which they cannot do directly,
and they haven’t done it directly.

So I would hope that we could bring
at least a bipartisan bill, in light of the
failure to pass a partisan bill, which
has, I am told, 60 Senators who have
indicated they support it, maybe more.

I would hope when it comes from the
Senate, if Senator MCCONNELL will put
it on the floor, that we will consider it
forthwith, because the instability that
grips the system now is hurting mil-
lions, costing them millions, perhaps
billions. So I hope that would be a pri-
ority item for us, along with the bill
that we call the Dream Act.

We need to redeem the dream, Mr.
Speaker, and continue a policy which
the Speaker has indicated he thought
was erroneously repealed by the Presi-
dent of the United States, which I
think many Republicans with whom I
have talked to think is a policy that
ought to be pursued. I hope we can
bring that to the floor as soon as pos-

sible, and certainly before Thanks-
giving.
Mr. Speaker, unless the majority

leader has anything further to say, I
yield back the balance of my time.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMOR-
ROW, AND ADJOURNMENT FROM
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2017, TO
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2017

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow, and further,
when the House adjourns on that day,
it adjourn to meet on Tuesday, October
31, 2017, when it shall convene at noon
for morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for
legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TAYLOR). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

———

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF INDIAN
ROCK DAM

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor the 75th anniversary of
Indian Rock Dam in York County,
Pennsylvania.

Indian Rock Dam was completed by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in
1942 as part of an unprecedented boom
of water resource infrastructure con-
struction across America that
stemmed from the Flood Control Act of
1936.

It is an earth and rock structure
measuring 1,000 feet long, rising 83 feet
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above the streambed that dams up to
9.1 billion gallons of water that other-
wise would inundate downstream com-
munities.

While impossible to prevent all
floods, we can limit the damage and
risk. Since Indian Rock Dam was com-
pleted in 1942, it has prevented more
than $565 million in potential flood dam-
age to our community of York, Penn-
sylvania.

Managed by the Corps’ Baltimore
District, Indian Rock Dam is one of the
13 Corps dam projects in the Susque-
hanna River watershed.

For 75 years, Indian Rock Dam has
been a silent protector for our citizens.
For that and its continued benefit of
reducing risks to Americans down-
stream, I am proud to recognize the
75th anniversary of Indian Rock Dam.

———

HONORING SERGEANT BRYAN
BLACK

(Mr. HECK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HECK. Mr. Speaker, Bryan Black
was the kid in Puyallup, Washington,
with boundless potential, always striv-
ing to do more. He excelled in the
classroom and, get this, both on the
wrestling mat and at State chess tour-
naments. Go figure.

When he grew up, he took his poten-
tial to the United States Army, where
Staff Sergeant Bryan Black conquered
Ranger School and Special Forces Se-
lection.

Sergeant Black was not just a war-
rior and a protector, he was a healer.
As a Green Beret in the elite 3rd
Group, he served as a medic, always en-
couraging and caring for those around
him.

On October 4, Sergeant Black was
killed in Niger.

Our hearts ache for his wife,
Michelle; for his sons, HEzekiel and
Isaac; and for his parents, Hank and
Karen. Their son, husband, father,
friend, and patriot will be remembered.

Precious few among us dedicate our
God-given ability to protection of our
country, but as Sergeant Black’s fa-
ther, Hank, so eloquently said: Some
people could, would, should. Others do.
Bryan did.

——————

HONORING TROOPS ON DAY OF
THE DEPLOYED

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today on the Day of
the Deployed to honor the men and
women of our Armed Forces who are
serving overseas.

Today we salute them for their serv-
ice on behalf of the United States of
America. We also acknowledge the sac-
rifice of their families, who are sepa-
rated from their loved ones during de-
ployment.
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Mr. Speaker, serving one’s country is
a noble and selfless act. These men and
women have answered the call of duty,
and today we honor their dedication,
service, and courage.

In 2016, there were nearly 1.3 million
Active Duty military personnel. Nearly
200,000 of those Active Duty members
are deployed overseas. From Japan to
Germany, and from South Korea to Af-
ghanistan, our American men and
women serve with distinction.

In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, more than 50 airmen from the
193rd Special Operations Wing are
scheduled to return home this week
following an overseas deployment in
support of Operation Inherent Resolve.

Mr. Speaker, I would like all of our
deployed troops to know that we are
proud of their efforts and are grateful
for their service.

———
THE BUDGET AND TAX REFORM

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, just a
month after the U.S. national debt sur-
passed $20 trillion for the very first
time, today this House passed an irre-
sponsible budget that will add a shock-
ing additional $1.5 trillion to that sum.

This additional debt threatens our
future prosperity and constricts our
ability to respond to the challenges we
face today.

The cynical purpose of today’s budg-
et is to pave the way so partisan tax
reform can be fast tracked through the
Senate, but financing tax cuts that
overwhelmingly benefit those at the
very top by ballooning our Nation’s
budget deficits is exactly the wrong ap-
proach.

We all agree our Tax Code is broken
and needs reform, but true tax reform
needs to be fiscally responsible.

Rather than crafting plans behind
closed doors, I urge my colleagues to
reach across the aisle. Together, we
can pursue reform of our Tax Code that
focuses on the middle class, promotes
entrepreneurship, job creation, and pri-
vate investment, and supports public
investment in our infrastructure.

Let’s bring this tax reform debate
into the open and get this done for the
American people.

————

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize October as Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, as well as all
of the men, women, and families that
have been affected by this devastating
disease.

Breast cancer is the most commonly
diagnosed cancer in women. Research,
early diagnosis, and modern treat-
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ments are raising survival rates, but it
remains the second leading cause of
cancer mortality for women.

During the month of October, we re-
flect on the lives lost and the families
affected by this cancer, including my
own family and my own beautiful wife,
Carol, who we just lost this last spring,
but we also bring light to the actions
that we can take to fight against it.

I encourage all women to talk to
your doctor about breast cancer
screenings for early detection.

I admire the unmatched courage of
the survivors and those currently suf-
fering from this disease.

———

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is the
30th anniversary of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.

Domestic violence is a crime that im-
pacts every race, gender, class, and sex.

In my home State, 33 percent of Cali-
fornia women and 28 percent of Cali-
fornia men will experience domestic vi-
olence. Nevertheless, since this month
was recognized for the first time in
1987, much progress has been made.

I began my professional career as a
prosecutor back in 1996, and I can tell
you, back then it was tough to get a
jury to understand and even listen to
the circumstances behind domestic vio-
lence, and it was tough to convince ju-
rors that domestic violence is not a
private issue that should be kept in the
bedroom, but instead, it is a righteous
issue that needed to be brought out in
our courtrooms.

Fortunately, there were police offi-
cers to make arrests, there were pros-
ecutors to try the cases, and there were
advocates to give the victims the con-
fidence they need to come forward.

So this month we recognize those
who support domestic violence victims,
we vow to hold abusers accountable,
and we strive to create and to update
legislation that not only protects, but
emboldens victims of domestic violence
so that they can embrace living their
lives.

———

LOCK HIM UP

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when
Derrick Harper stood in front of a
Pittsburgh judge a few months ago, it
was clear the defendant was a special
kind of evil person.

For years, Harper and his crew of de-
viants ran the city’s most brutal and
ruthless sex trafficking ring. The traf-
fickers lined their pockets by forcing
young women to have sex with count-
less men every day. Any woman who
attempted to escape their custody was
tortured and gang raped.
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To degrade and dehumanize them,
Harper shaved the women’s heads with
butcher knives and branded them with
hot irons.

Harper was the ring leader of this
massive trafficking organization, but it
wasn’t until four of his young victims
bravely escaped and testified against
him that justice was served.

His attempts to rob these women of
their dignity had failed, and his reign
of terror was finally over. Seeing the
true depravity, the judge sentenced the
defendant to 289 years in the peniten-
tiary.

As a former judge, I applaud this
judge. Criminals need to be locked up,
not victims. America must track down
and prosecute these slave traders and
rescue the victims from this scourge.

And that is just the way it is.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed without amend-
ment a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title:

H.R. 1329. An ACT to increase, effective as
of December 1, 2017, the rates of compensa-
tion for veterans with service-connected dis-
abilities and the rates of dependency and in-
demnity compensation for the survivors of
certain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

———

THE HURRICANE AND OPIOID
CRISES

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
first of all, I want to urgently have set
up an appeal process on an expedited
basis for my constituents and those
across the disaster-impacted areas of a
FEMA denial appeal system. Thou-
sands of my constituents have been de-
nied FEMA assistance.

Pictures just came to my phone last
evening, and I am urging the FEMA Di-
rector and all who can do so, including
the President, we are not a 10. We are
in desperate need of help. People do not
have their lives restored.

I also want to make mention of the
fact that today there will be some
statement made on this horrific opioid
crisis, which we as Members of Con-
gress have been dealing with for over a
year. We understand that this may be
called a public health service emer-
gency versus a catastrophic emer-
gency, using the Public Service Act or
the Stafford Act. The Stafford Act
funds are almost completely dimin-
ished because of wildfires and hurri-
canes.

The casualties of opioid abuse are 142
per day, which is like an airplane crash
every single day. With this amazing
and unbelievable budget that has been
passed, the Halloween budget of 2017,
there will be trillions of dollars cut
away from the budget. It is imperative
that the President call this an emer-
gency and begin to use emergency
funds to deal with the opioid crisis.
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